In the last issue we included a commentary on the oral health findings of the Global Burden of Disease study. 1 This highlighted the fact that untreated decay in permanent teeth was the most prevalent global condition, with 35% of all ages affected. The
impact that this disease has on children in particular is significant and yet it is one area in dentistry where we have good evidence of effective interventions.
Increasing the availability of fluoride is core to caries prevention (see Table 1 for summary of topical fluoride interven- 
